AUTO DISMANTLING FACILITIES: JUNKYARDS OR ENVIRONMENTALISTS?

Abstract
About two million vehicles come to the end of their useful lives in California each year. With the sheer volume of these end-of-life vehicles (ELVs) comes the potential for significant environmental damage. ELVs contain harmful materials such as waste fuels, waste oil, lead-acid batteries, airbag canisters, ethylene glycol, mercury, nickel, lead and cadmium.  When handled properly, the fluids and other hazardous materials in these vehicles are removed and recycled, or disposed of safely, keeping them out of stormwater, surface water, and groundwater.  Most ELVs, however, are handled by poorly trained, unqualified and/or illegal operators who are unlikely to take adequate measures to address the environmental impacts of their operations.

In collaboration with environmental groups and regulators, the State of California Auto Dismantlers Association (SCADA) developed an innovative and highly credible third-party certification program that achieves outstanding environmental performance. All association members are required to participate in SCADA’s Partners in the Solution® program, which combines best management practices, training, self-evaluation and independent audits to help auto dismantling facilities meet 39 industry-leading standards. The standards include full compliance with the provisions of the SWRCB’s Industrial Stormwater Permit. 

While most SCADA members also participate in one of the SWRCB’s Group Monitoring Programs, the Partners in the Solution® program has resulted in significantly higher levels of compliance and improved environmental performance. Hazardous, reusable, and recyclable components are kept out of the conventional waste stream which protects stormwater, groundwater and air quality. This performance has been achieved by providing better BMP guidance, extensive training and assistance, rigorous audits, and strict program requirements and deadlines. The high levels of environmental and safety performance achieved by certified auto dismantling facilities allow regulatory enforcement staff to focus efforts on illegal operators, and protect communities against nuisance and degraded aesthetic conditions created by the improper disposal of ELVs. Through this innovative program, SCADA is also educating regulators, legislators, and the public about the valuable pollution prevention and community service provided by professional auto dismantlers.

Unfortunately, market conditions and compliance pressures have resulted in more ELVs being handled by unlicensed, unpermitted, or otherwise unqualified rogue entities that are less likely to take adequate measures to address their potential detrimental impacts. State and local regulators should place more emphasis on targeted and coordinated enforcement. Most important, industry certification programs that focus on best management practices should be supported through increased incentives and recognition.

