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The City of San Diego developed a Low Impact Development (LID) design guide for the design and implementation of LID Best Management Practices for public street improvement projects, new public streets, and development and redevelopment of city parks and facilities. The intent of the design manual is to meet the needs of the design engineers, plan reviewers, inspectors, and maintenance staff by providing clear guidance for designing and implementing LID practices tailoring design standards and recommendations to the unique climate and geography of the San Diego area. 
The document outlines the special stormwater considerations unique to the local setting, summarizes performance criteria, and provides resources for design, construction oversight, and operation and maintenance of BMPs in public and private projects. A considerable effort was made to review existing City of San Diego design standards and ordinances in order to identify and avoid conflicts with existing standards and minimize barriers to LID implementation.  Illustrations were developed presenting implementation options configured for the unique and varied conditions in the city of San Diego including residential streets and concentrated impervious areas like downtown San Diego. The manual is intended to be used to guide designs and plan check activities for any development project throughout the city and will help engineers and planners to ensure compliance with the Standard Urban Stormwater Mitigation Plan (SUSMP) and the City of San Diego Storm Water Standards as well as other regulatory requirements for stormwater.
Key to developing this manual was integrating LID BMP sizing criteria into the design process and engineering standard drawings for each LID BMP. The manual ultimately provides engineers and plan checkers in San Diego with a step by step design process and a set of simple tools, including design examples and details that can be integrated directly into a plan set, to help meet requirements for implementing LID into new and redevelopment projects. 
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