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The City of San Diego maintains a commercial/industrial business inventory as a part of its Storm Water Program. In an effort to focus the program’s efforts on the most relevant sources of pollutants, the City is implementing a study to evaluate business sources outside of the primary business inventory and evaluate pollutant generating activities at businesses.

During a two-year period, the City of San Diego studied properties and businesses within geographical locations of four watershed management areas, regardless if these businesses were in the City’s business inventory.  The City’s study focused on several primary objectives: (1) the types of activities and areas that should be targeted during inspections; (2) potential modifications or guidance for the prioritization of the commercial/industrial inventory; (3) efficient approaches to assess BMP compliance;  and (4) site characteristics discovered posing a threat to water quality. A presentation of the study’s strategies, challenges, preliminary findings and recommendations will be provided.  The first year's findings involve prioritizing by presence of pollutant generating activities and site-specific pollutant discharge potential rather than the conventional approach of prioritization by business type, and assessing the pollutant generating potential of certain site areas, such as trash dumpster enclosures.  


