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Abstract:
Assessing and mitigating the impacts of illegal dumping is a major challenge faced by storm water managers in urban and rural communities throughout California and the United States.  It is widely recognized that illegal dumping has significant environmental, financial, and societal impacts.  In the City of San Diego (City), there are over 25,000 reports of illegal dumping, littering, and waste-related incidents each year which have the potential to significantly impact our waterways.  Within the City, several water bodies are even facing trash TMDLs in the near future. 
The City faces unique constraints in dealing with the issue of illegal dumping.  A longstanding local ordinance restricts the City from imposing fees for routine pickup and other trash-related services.  This situation presents a challenge to the City’s ability to provide sustainable trash services to meet the needs of the community and prevent illegal dumping.  The City’s Storm Water Department (SWD) partnered with a non-profit organization implementing a series of publicized events to collect large household items within a community highly impacted by illegal dumping, at no cost to the participants.
The SWD used this partnership as an opportunity to study and assess the effectiveness of this type of non-structural Best Management Practice (BMP) in reducing the amount of illegal dumping occurring in the adjacent creek.  In addition, the SWD studied the cost of this type of program relative to current City practices as well as other BMPs to abate illegal dumping.  The SWD will present the valuable lessons learned about the partnership program and implementation of this voluntary non-structural BMP through survey of participant attitudes and documentation of disposal patterns, opportunities and constraints for coordination with non-profit project partners, and the development of non-traditional approaches to indirectly assess program effectiveness.  

