The BASMAA Regional Monitoring Coalition – a new receiving waters monitoring collaborative in the San Francisco Bay Area
To comply with requirements in previous municipal stormwater NPDES permits cities, counties and flood control districts throughout the San Francisco Bay (Bay) Area have conducted a variety of creek and Bay monitoring and assessment activities over the last two decades. During this time, county-wide stormwater programs individually designed their creek monitoring programs to meet specific NPDES permit monitoring requirements that were not standardized throughout the Bay Area. As a result, creek monitoring conducted by programs in the Bay Area often focused on different monitoring questions, approached the same question in different ways, sampled different sets of parameters, and used a range of field and laboratory methods to collect and analyze samples. This inconsistency made it difficult, if not impossible, to address management questions on a broader spatial scale (i.e., regional) and improve monitoring efficiencies by taking advantage of opportunities for exchanging data and coordinating monitoring responsibilities at regional scales.

In addition to creek monitoring, municipalities contribute to the Regional Monitoring Program for Water Quality in the San Francisco Bay Estuary (RMP), which monitors the Bay and contributions (i.e., loadings) of pollutants of concern to the Bay from small tributaries. Municipalities are represented at RMP committees and workgroups to assist in the coordination of monitoring activities conducted by the RMP county-wide programs. Although this coordination has been successful in past, the need for additional collaboration between monitoring activities conducted by the RMP and county-wide programs has been elevated with the adoption consistent monitoring requirements in the Bay Area Municipal Regional Stormwater NPDES Permit (MRP). 

In response to the need for additional collaboration among Bay Area stormwater programs and between programs and the RMP, Bay Area municipalities have agreed to develop a Regional Monitoring Coalition (RMC) to assist in addressing water quality monitoring requirements in the MRP. Through its implementation, the RMC will allow Bay Area municipalities, the RMP and the San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board to effectively modify their existing monitoring programs, which will improve our ability to collectively answer core management questions in a cost effective and scientifically rigorous way. Monitoring activities that will be coordinated through the RMC include: creek status and trends monitoring, follow-up monitoring projects triggered through creek status monitoring, loads monitoring of pollutants of concern to the Bay, information management, data quality control, and reporting.
The structure of the RMC and monitoring activities currently planned and underway will be presented, including the development of sampling designs for regional ambient creek monitoring and pollutants of concern loads monitoring for the assessment of existing TMDL wasteload allocations and future TMDL development. 






