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Proposed Theme Track:?
Public agencies can impose “regulatory fees” to mitigate the adverse effects of certain activities without a costly, politically risky, and revenue-limiting balloting requirement. Regulatory fees may be an option for fully funding current and future costs of a stormwater agency’s stormwater and NPDES permit requirements. Regulatory fees are not subject to Proposition 218 limitations.   Senate Bill 310, which was signed into law in October, 2009 may provide additional support for using regulatory fees for stormwater programs in California.  To our knowledge, no agency in California has established a broad regulatory fee for stormwater. The first agency that establishes such regulatory fees will be at significant risk of legal challenge and the courts may ultimately decide whether regulatory fees for stormwater are valid. A regulatory fee for stormwater can be carefully and specifically designed to maximize its defensibility.

There are also emerging approaches to revenue for local stormwater agencies including discussion of response to unfunded mandate claims, legislative approaches, satisfaction of NPDES requirements though intra-agency cooperative projects and operations. 

John Bliss, P.E., specializes in assessment engineering, database design and implementation, and revenue measure formations for SCI Consulting Group (SCI).  He has over 15 years of experience with public works construction, engineering, infrastructure policy and database applications, primarily working with stormwater projects and programs.  During the 1990s, Mr. Bliss served as Project Manager on the construction of the Mariposa Facilities ($10 million) and Islais Creek “C” Combined Storage Facilities ($45 million) for the City of San Francisco Clean Water Program. Since then, Mr. Bliss has focused on revenue processes for stormwater infrastructure, and has extensive Proposition 218 and assessment engineering expertise.  He has served as the lead assessment engineer and project manager for over twenty-five new community-wide benefit assessment districts and over 20 developer/landowner benefit assessment districts over the last three years alone.  Mr. Bliss graduated from Brown University with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Engineering, and holds a Masters Degree in Civil Engineering from the University of California, Berkeley, where he was a Regents’ Scholar.  He is a licensed professional Civil Engineer in the State of California.

Thomas Brightbill, P.E. is an engineer with the SCI Consulting Group and specializes in engineering and data processing related to the formation and administration of assessment districts.  His 20 years of experience in engineering and computer science includes experience in the design and construction of flood control facilities, storm drains, sewers, water pipelines, and water treatment facilities.  Mr. Brightbill holds a degree Civil Engineering from Cal Poly, a Master’s in Business Administration from Saint Mary’s College of California, and a certificate in Computer Systems Information and Design from UC Berkeley.  He is a registered Civil Engineer.
