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Abstract: 
The City of San Marcos is currently in the process of gaining regulatory permits for a 200-acre Specific Plan area slated to become the City’s  core downtown area. The Specific Plan Area includes restoration of nearly a mile of San Marcos Creek along with  new master development plan to replace the current existing land uses  in the area. The build out for the development was slated for the next 20 years and the local San Diego Regional Water Quality control board expressed concerns over how the Specific Planning Area would guarantee over time that the water quality reductions promised in the 401 permit process would actually be implemented over time.  

In cooperation with the SDWQCB staff, the City developed a Master Technical Water Quality Report that would be a condition of the 401 permit that goes beyond normal development requirements for assuring achievement of water quality.  This includes inclusion of a bio assessment program in the San Marcos Creek for macro and micro phytes and a water quality monitoring program to ensure that development BMPs are actually achieving the proposed reductions.  

The key to the Master WQTR  is a benchmark reduction in core constituents and an analysis by each project as part of the development process to numerically show that each project can achieve the pollutant reductions coupled with an annual monitoring assessment that is report as part of the $)! Permit Mitigation,  Monitoring, and Reporting. 

